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Dr. Bayless Retires 


D* Ralph Bayless was the guest of honor at 
a testimonial luncheon at Grace Cathedral 
on Friday May 24. After receiving from Secre- 
tary Ellingson a book of remembrances from 
his Bible Society colleagues (see picture) Dr. 
Bayless was presented with the following cita- 
tion from the Board of Supervisors of the city 
of San Francisco: 


“Whereas the Reverend Ralph W. Bayless, D.D., is retiring as 
Secretary of the Pacific District of the American Bible Society after twenty- 
two years’ faithful service; and 


“Whereas through his faithful and consecrated service more than 
thirteen million copies of the Holy Bible have been distributed from the 
San Francisco Depository of the American Bible Society during his term of 
office; and 


ce 
Whereas Dr. Bayless for the past twenty-two years has also served 
as Secretary-Treasurer and Director of the California Bible Society and has 
resigned from these responsibilities as well; 


“Now, therefore, be it resolved, That we extend to Dr. Bayless our 
sincere appreciation for his many years of service on behalf of the California 
Bible Society and give praise to Almighty God for having so bountifully 
blessed the work of His servant in the distribution of the Scriptures; 


Soper 

Be it further resolved, Vhat we pray our Heavenly Father to extend 
His ever-protective arm over Dr. Bayless and keep him in His care throughout 
the evening of his life and throughout eternity in the life which is to come.” 


The Governor of California, Goodwin J. Knight, took note of | 
the occasion and sent the following telegram to Secretary Bayless: | 


"MAY I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND PERSONAL REGARDS TO 
REVEREND RALPH W. BAYLESS ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
AS DISTRICT SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. HIS | 
LONG SERVICE DEDICATED TO THE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF HIS | 
FELLOW MAN AND HIS KEEN INTEREST IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION | 
MERIT THE GRATIFICATION OF EVERY CALIFORNIAN. PLEASE CONVEY 
MY BEST WISHES FOR MANY YEARS OF HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN THE | 
I 


KNOWLEDGE OF THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS HE HAS RENDERED 
TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH." 


Sea Dr. Bayless as Pacific District Secretary is the Reverend Dean S. Collins | 
was introduced to readers of the Record in the February issue and who dices th 
Society’s work on the West Coast from offices in Pasadena and San Francisco. Assistin 
Mr. Collins in San Francisco is Dr. Neal K. McGowan (see picture), who joined th 
Society’s staffin San Francisco after many years of service as the California State Executiv 
of the Disciples of Christ. | 


Gavien McCullagh 
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HERITAGE OF HOPE 


AAN INVENTORY of our Christian heritage would reveal 
: many possessions—great teachers, a world of art, 
beauty, knowledge, science; the good earth; and time, 
past, present and future. There is one possession, how- 
lever, that has particular concern for the Bible Societies 
jof the world—the Bible, our heritage of hope. No other 
book has brought each succeeding generation such 
Spiritual and mora! values. 

) The total drama of this concern may be discovered 
§n a scene from an historic joint session of the Congress 
jof the United States some years ago. The Senators and 
epresentatives were enthralled as a little man, George 
ashington Carver, talked of a storehouse of divine 
wonders and how the doors of that storehouse had been 
unlocked through the faith of a humble, industrious 
INegTO. 

From his homemade box he produced face powder, 
ilk, axle grease, printer’s ink and a few other of the 
three hundred articles he had obtained from the pea- 
mut. 

When asked, ‘“‘Where did you learn these things?” 
he replied, ‘‘From the old Book.” 

“What book?” — 

“The Bible,’ answered Dr. Carver. 

“Well, does the Bible tell us about the peanut?” 
fsked a Senator. ‘‘No, Mr. Senator,’’ replied Dr. Car- 
ver, “but it tells about the God who made the peanut. 
asked Him to show me what to do with them, and 
e did.” 

God’s world and the message of hope belonged to 
this former slave, who became a great scientist in faith. 
The Bible was his heritage of hope. 

) As thousands of children and young people return 
to school the Light of Life that for hundreds of years 
as kindled, awakened and strengthened moral con- 
iciousness and character must be held high across the 
hation. The Bible, open to all, may then become the 
heritage of everyone who seeks spiritual guidance and 
jeadership. — james K. Nettinga 
SIBLE SOCIETY RECORD | 
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Dr. Carver searching for God’s secrets in his laboratory 
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God’s Word in Man’s Language 


HE AMERICAN BisLtE SoctETy is happy to an- 
Bie cc a new twenty-seven-minute sound-mo- 
tion picture in color—title, God's Word in Man's 
Language—adapted from the book of the same name. 

The film features the Society’s well-known Secre- 
tary for Translations, Dr. Eugene A. Nida, who tells 
the story in a lively manner and with warm humor. 

The purpose of the film is to demonstrate the in- 
teresting and challenging problems of Bible trans- 
lators in various parts of the world and how the 
Society gives them aid. Here are just two illustrations 
from the film, gathered from Dr. Nida’s travels, 
which have taken him to more than fifty countries: 

“Who would even think the Quechua Indians of 
Bolivia have such a complicated grammar as to make 
possible this word—RUWANAYASHASKASNIY- 
QUICHEJMANTAKA?” 

The Tzeltals of Chiapas in southern Mexico de- 
scribe love as “‘to hurt in the heart.” Accordingly, 
John 3:16 reads ‘God so hurt in His heart, that He 
pave his Only SOlsan<.... 3 

Here are some comments received after a recent 


In a scene, typical of those in the new film, Dr. Nida is shown 
discussing with an African Christian the Bible in his own tongue. 


“preview” of the film: “An enjoyable film” 
“Very instructive” ... “‘An excellent, inspiring and 
thrilling film’ ... ‘The picture has great general 
interest for a church audience and gives us some 
magnitude of the task of translating the Bible into 
many languages.” 

The picture will be available for a service charge 
of $3 and may be ordered from the American Bible 
Society, Audio Visual Department, 440 Fourth Ave., 


The Power of the Portion 
BY GERALD E. BOYCE 


CCORDING to an old saying, “‘good things come in 
A small packages.”’ This is especially true of the 
Scripture Portion. Small in size, it possesses a power 
not always realized. The number of whole Bibles 
distributed annually is encouraging, but we should 
not fail to appreciate the great effectiveness of the 
many more millions of individual Portions circulated 
each year. 

One who is urgently moved to reach others with 
the Good News often finds the cost of entire Bibles 
a barrier to distribution in large numbers. The use 
of inexpensive Gospel Portions makes it possible to 
place the printed Word in the hands of hundreds at 
very small cost. 

There are many who have made a discovery simi- 
lar to that of a Hartford, Connecticut, layman. Wish- 
ing to multiply his Christian witness, he found that 
he could contribute to the evangelizing of his own 
community by placing the 64-page Gospel Portions 
in public buildings, hospitals and other strategic lo- 
cations. In addition, his missionary influence now 
reaches around the world, since he purchases hun- 
dreds of Portions in foreign languages to supply mis- 
sionaries in several countries. 

The small size of the Scripture Portion makes it 
an effective instrument. Many, especially in foreign 
lands, who would not receive a Bible will accept and 
read the tiny booklet. To millions in our country not 
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presents a formidable reading task. An attractiv 
Scripture Portion often awakens interest and leads te 
the desire to possess the Bible and read it regularly, 
Chaplains serving in prisons, mental hospitals an 
other institutions have expressed deep appreciatio 
for the Scripture Portions. In many instances there 
is little or no opportunity to keep personal belong 
ings, but the small Gospels can be carried in a pockey 
| 


acquainted with the Word of God, the entire “a 


The low cost of the Portions makes it possible for th 
chaplain to supply everyone in his “parish”? with a 
least some part of the Scriptures. 

The records of missionary achievement contai 
many accounts of how a single Scripture Portion ia 
brought the redeeming message of Christ to thosd 
who had not heard the Gospel, often leading to thé 
transformation of an entire village or area. 

Last summer Gospel Portions were distributed i 
a migrant camp in New York State. As the Secretar 
was preparing to leave, a fourteen-year-old lad ap 
proached him hesitantly. Showing the Portion in hi: 
hand, he asked if he could have another. When h 
was told that all had been given out, he said: “TP 
going to give this one to my father. He never had 
Bible.” 

If you wish to reach others with the Word of Go 
consider a specific part of the Word itself; conside 
the power of the Portion. 
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ALTHOUGH not yet twenty-one years old and the 
| father of a fifteen-months-old daughter, he was 
already virtually a human derelict. The son of an 
Insurance executive who had been divorced and re- 
married, he had been cast adrift by his indifferent 
father and was soon in trouble with juvenile court 
authorities and serving his first sentence in one of 
their institutions. 

Shortly after his release he was married, proved 
unfaithful to his vows and, a few months after his 
daughter was born, he was arrested in Harrisburg, 
Pa. and lodged in the Dauphin County Jail awaiting 
trial for a very serious offense. It was there I first met 
him. 

In the jail he had begun attending the religious 
services conducted by the different pastors and 
church groups in the community. When it was an- 
nounced that a Bible class would be held one night 
each week through Lent, he enrolled. Meanwhile he 
had been doing some serious thinking and had re- 
quested several conferences with the Christian work- 
er in the jail. In the five weeks he was in the Dauphin 
County Jail he read the Bible through twice and be- 
came one of the most intelligent and earnest members 
of the Lenten weekday Bible class. 

It was my privilege to be the teacher of this class. 
There were sixty-nine men who attended one or 
more sessions. The class grew until, with the per- 
mission of the sympathetic authorities, we had to 
move into the recently built chapel for our sessions. 
Our only textbook was the American Bible Society’s 
large-page illustrated edition of the Gospel of Luke, 
copies of which were provided for each man. 

Just following the fifth of the nine projected sessions 
of the class, my earnest young student was sentenced 
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FREEDOM BEHIND BARS 


by JOSEPH M. WOODS, JR. 


Ewing Galloway 


to three years in a Federal prison in another state 
and, pending his transfer, was kept in close confine- 
ment—reason enough for bitterness and resentment. 
There was, however, no such reaction. I shall never 
forget my last interview with him. He revealed a 
simplicity of trust and a radiance of spirit that sur- 
passed, I think, anything that one who has not been 
behind prison bars could possibly experience. No 
law-abiding citizen on the outside could be more 
free in spirit than was this man in the county jail. 

The only recording of his prayer that day as our 
interview closed is in his heart and in mine—and in 
Heaven. With utter sincerity he thanked God for 
bringing him to the Dauphin County Jail, for there 
he had found his Lord and Saviour through the study 
of His Word; now that Word was more precious than 
anything he had ever known. He was ready to pre- 
pare himself for service in penal institutions or where- 
ever God could use him, for he must tell the story of 
what God had done for him and show others what 
He could do for them. His last word with me before 
we parted was one of repeated praise to God for His 
goodness and a fervent prayer that God would so 
touch his wife’s heart that she could forgive him and 
renew her trust in him as her husband and the father 
of the little girl. 

It was a dramatic fulfillment of Christ’s specific 
promise, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, and you shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free.” 


Rev. Joseph M. Woods, Fr. ws the Executive Secretary 
of the United Churches of Greater Harrisburg and 
Dauphin County, Pennsyloama. 
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The Scriptures in 


AN THE close of the year 1956 at least a whole Book 
of the Bible had been published in 1,109 lan- 
guages, seventeen more than the year before. During 
the year the whole Bible was completed for the first 
time in Bemba (Northern Rhodesia), Nimbi [jo 
(Nigeria) and Marovo (Solomon Islands); the whole 
New Testament, likewise, in Aranda (Australia), 
Kuskokwim Eskimo (Alaska), Manus Island (New 
Guinea), Mende (Sierra Leone), Nantchéri (French 
West Africa), Navajo (USA), Suau (New Guinea) 
and Tzeltal (Mexico). The seventeen languages into 
which some Portion of the Bible appeared were pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and other mission and private 
sources; listed for the first time here: 


ANUAK SUDAN AND ETHIOPIA MATTHEW, JOHN, ROMANS 1956 
BINUKID PHILIPPINES MARK 1956 
CHRU VIETNAM MarK 1955 
NortH MaurInc FRISIAN GERMANY MARK 1954 
PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN U.S.A. MatTTHEW 1955 
GOULEI FRENCH Equart. AFR. JOHN 1956 
KIMBALA BELGIAN CONGO JOHN 1931 
KouHo SouTH VIETNAM Mark, JOHN 1956 
MELPA NEw GUINEA LUKE 1956 
Waite Mrao SIAM 1 Joun, Mark 

NeEo-MELANESIAN NEw GUINEA Mark 1956 
OROKAIVO New GUINEA Mark 1956 
Putu LIBERIA Mark 1956 
REMI ‘TANGANYIKA MarK 1956 
SEDIQ FORMOSA Mark 1956 
SUKI New GuINEA Mark, JOHN 1956 
MIAHUATLAN ZAPOTEC MExIco Mark 1956 


As of December 31, 1956 the analysis of the list stood as follows: 
Languages in which the whole Bible has been published 
Additional languages possessing a complete published New 


‘Testament 


Stall other languages in which at least a complete Book of the 
Bible has been published 


There are about 80 other languages, many of them 
formerly but no longer listed, in which short passages 
or collections of passages have been published but in 
which no complete Book of the Bible has yet appeared. 
This achievement of translations into over 1,100 
tongues would never have been reached if it had not 
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109 Languages 


Miss Hills, A.B.S. Librarian, and Mam translator Mrs. Peck 
of Guatemala examine item in the Society's collection of Scripture. 


been part of the purpose of God. This is His Book fo: 
the world. It contains His answer to the world. Th 
making of it, the translating of it, the spreading of i 
abroad before the eyes of men is part of His plar 
whereby men are being redeemed. This is the chal 
lenge to the churches and Bible Societies of the world 
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Che Lord is Known 
in Egypt 


R ECENTLY the Bible House staff in New York at 

thetr weekly worship were impressed to hear the 
jestumony of the Rev. Menis Abd-el Nur from Egypt, 
vho is this year doing graduate work in the New 
York Biblical Seminary. He spoke about the difficul- 
tes that beset all Christian work in lands predom- 
nantly Moslem but paid tribute to the unfailing pow- 
tr of the Bible to bear its own triumphant message. In 
baying tribute to the service which the Bible Societies 
have performed in Egypt through the past many years 
ne said: “In behalf of my people I want to assure you 
ihat the Bible is working in Egypt; the Word of God 
§s vital and is accomplishing great results. In statis- 
lics we may not be able to reveal that many have 
thanged their religion, but_you may be sure that there 
wre hundreds of secret believers in Christ who have 
ome to know Him through reading the Bible alone.” 
» The following story ts one the Rev. Menis Abd-el 
WVur told of the Bible at work in Egypt: 


Isaiah 19:21 


HERE was a lad about sixty years ago who began 
his studies in a one-room school where the teacher 
bave all his time to having his boys read and mem- 
rize the Koran. One day the lad found a copy of the 
ospel of Matthew in the street and took it to the 
&chool. When the teacher discovered it he burst out, 
‘Oh, that corrupted book of the Christians,” snatched 
t from the lad’s hand and burned it, commanding 
the boy to wash his hands, saying they had been de- 
led. This created in the impressionable pupil a deep 
hatred for the Bible. 

When the boy finished his work in the little one- 
oom school, the only institution available for further 
btudy was a school connected with an evangelical 
hurch. The lad was admitted, even though he re- 
Fused to read or listen to the Bible. It was the pastor’s 
thope that the very atmosphere of the school would 
hffect a change in the boy’s attitude. However, the 
hatred persisted; and when attending daily chapel 
the lad would put his fingers in his ears so he could 
hear nothing the Christian leader said or read. 

_ After graduating from this evangelical school the 
young man began his work in a store where one of his 
best customers was a Christian. One day the good 
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Rev. Menis Abd-el Nur 


customer died, and, following the custom of having 
one member of every family attend the funeral of a 
friend, our Bible-hating young man was chosen to 
represent his family at the burial service. ‘The officiat- 
ing minister read from the Book of Matthew. Feeling 
that it was not only improper but even childish to 
stop his ears at a funeral, the young man said to him- 
self, “‘I will listen to what he says and then try to 
cleanse myself later on.” 

The minister read from the fifth chapter, including 
the words “love your enemies.” The young man 
could not believe his ears, for certainly those were 
not corrupting words. He said to himself that the 
minister must be lying. To prove it he borrowed a 
Bible and hunted all the way from Genesis till he came 
to Matthew; and there he found the very words the 
minister had read, including “‘love your enemies.” 

This started the young man reading the New 
Testament. The further he read the surer he became 
convicted of his sins. Finally he openly accepted 
Christ as his personal Saviour and, accepting all the 
persecution involved, he eventually became a Chris- 
tian minister teaching the Gospel he had once 
spurned. 
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fn the Name of the Pather, & of the 
{ Son, & of the Holy Ghokt. Amen. - : 
UR Father, which art, ig 
Heaven, hallowed be thy 
} Name, thy Kingdom come, th 
t Will be done on Earth,as it isi 
§ Heaven. Give ug this Day ou 
f daily Bread, and forgive us our 
| “Trefpaffes, as we forgive them 
that Trefpafs againit us: And 
lead us not into Temptation, but 


A deliver us from Evjl, 


A hornbook 


HE HEBREW-CHRISTIAN heritage of American 

life has been called by a great American 

writer the “‘great tradition,” which had its birth by 

the Mediterranean. The source book for that great 

tradition is a library of sixty-six books known as the 
Bible. 

When Americans were cutting the ties of the past 
in politics and plunging into untried methods of gov- 
ernment, they yet clung to the Bible. When the break 
with England shut off the supply of Bibles, Congress. 
ordered 20,000 imprints from other sources, and 
authorized one Robert Aiken, printer, to print an 
edition of the Bible, with permission to use the name 
of Congress in its publication. (See picture.) 

From the earliest beginning in every section of 
America education started as a religious conception. 
The Bible played a large part both in the inspiration 
for education and in the curriculum itself. The schools 
were instrumentalities of religion. One of the basic 
reasons that colonial America took steps toward the 
promotion of elementary education was the desire 
that all people might possess the ability to read the 
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Scriptures. One finds, therefore, that colonial legisla-. 
tion with respect to the education of children was 
greatly influenced by religious considerations. In 
1642 the colonial court of Massachusetts decreed that 
the selectmen of each town were to take account, 
from time to time, of all parents and masters to find 
out whether or not the children understood the prin- 
ciples of religion and the capital laws of the country. 

One of the earliest schoolbooks to reflect this 
strong religious influence was the hornbook. 

The peculiar name of hornbook is derived from its 
form. It was not a book in the modern sense of the 
word, but was a piece of wood shaped somewhat like 
a paddle (and in all likelihood often used as such!) 
bearing on the upper smooth side a printed sheet 
which was covered by transparent horn. The printing 
consisted of the alphabet in large and small letters, 
the Apostolic Benediction and the Lord’s Prayer. 


‘‘Neatly secured from being soiled or torn, 
Beneath a pane of this transparent horn, 
A book to please us at a tender age 
“Tis called a book, though but a single page 
Presents the prayer the Saviour deigned to ; 
teach, 
Which children use, and parsons when they 
preach.” 


The purpose of the hornbook was to teach children 
the rudiments of reading, in order that they might be 
(Continued on page 106) 
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as an heritage for ever. % » ¥ 
Psalm 119 +11 


ty) 


Praife #0 GOD for learning to Read. 
AB HE Praifes of my Tongue 


1 offer #0 the Lorn, 
That U was taught and learnt fo young 
To read bis boly Word. 


From New England Primer 
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INHERIT THE WORD (Cont,) 


prepared to study the catechism and the Bible. Cub- 
berley says that practically all reading in the early 
colonial education was confined to the hornbook, the 
catechism and the Bible. 

Near the close of the seventeenth century the horn- 
book was superseded by the New England Primer, 
which gained great popularity throughout New Eng- 
land and the middle colonies. [t was undoubtedly the 
most important book in the elementary course of 
study in America during the eighteenth century, 
and it also embodies considerable Biblical material. 
The contents of the Primer were organized into dis- 
tinct sections and included quotations from the Bible, 
the alphabet, the vowels, followed by the consonants; 
a syllabarium containing easy syllables for children; 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed; and alpha- 
betical rhymes often accompanied by woodcuts. 
Some of the rhymes containing Biblical references are 
familiar yet: 


“Job feels the rod 
Yet blesses God” 


“Samuel anoints 
Whom God appoints” 


“In Adam’s fall 
We sinned all” 


The New England Primer wielded a tremendous 
influence. It was practically the only reading book 
for home and school until 1750 and continued to be 
the most widely used book in America until the publi- 
cation of the famous American Spelling Book by 
Noah Webster in 1783. In 1836 the Massachusetts 
Sabbath School Society republished the New Eng- 
land Primer, which introduced the book into many 
New England homes and into Sunday-school libraries 
throughout the West. Some ten thousand copies were 
distributed in Illinois alone. ‘The New England Prim- 
er deserves due commendation for having contrib- 
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uted largely to the early educational development ¢ 
our country, not only in supplying the rudiments ¢ 
knowledge, but also at least an elementary acquaint 
ance with the Bible. All of the evidence points cor 
clusively to the fact that Biblical material was par 
and parcel of the early educational scene of America; 
life. Nevertheless, there was a trend toward the secu 
larization of education, which began within the cole 
nial period and reached its fruition in the middle ¢ 
the nineteenth century. This did not mean that t 
states took a position hostile to religion, but they co 
ceived it to be their duty to let other agencies provid} 
the religious instruction while they emphasized t 
secular. The complete separation of church and stati 
in American public education came about 185( 
From then on the church was left with the task @ 
administering religious teaching. : 
By 1900, however, there was a widespread feelin! 
that the secularization and division in public educa 
tion had gone too far. One of the first steps to brid 
the gap was Bible-reading in the public schools. I 
eleven states Bible-reading is expressly required be 
statute (and by order of the Board of Education it 
the District of Columbia); is specifically permitted DE 
law in five states and is generally construed as lawf i 
in twenty of the thirty-two remaining states, whey 
constitutions and statutes do not expressly require 
permit or forbid it. No universal solution, however 
has been reached, and the problem is still a lively issu | 
across the country. Concerned leaders both in he 
field of religion and education are honestly and sir 
cerely seeking an answer. Some have found the an 
swer in a common syllabus of Bible readings accep 
able to all religious groups. The most recent attemp 
of this nature is a syllabus of “‘Bible Readings fox 
School and Home” for use in the State of Massachuy 
setts. | 
Whatever the final solution will be, 
statement from a survey reported i 
“School and Society,” March 11, 1933 
undoubtedly still represents the commo 
belief that is either consciously or unco 
sciously accepted by. the vast majority 
concerned Americans: | 
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“There is a general feeling that, th 
Bible challenges the attention of boti 
scholars and students, not only because 
its recognized authority, but also becaus 
of its influence on law, literature and t 
progress of the race generally.” 4 


McGuffey’s Primers, long used in American schod} 


in the mid-nineteenth century contained many Bib 
4 cal quotations and allusions 
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tories in Pictures... 


DICINE FOR HER SOUL! A Christian nurse in Japan, after giving her AT ANNAPOLIS: To graduates of the Naval Academy 620 Bibles were 
itient an injection for her physical distress, gives her inspiration and hope presented. Midshipmen, |. to r., Tillman, Bartels, Bibb and Baldwin, with 
m God’s Word, using the New Testament recently provided in the col- Academy Chaplain F. D. Bennett (center), between Secretaries Elinason and 
vial form of the language. Powers and Maryland Board Member C. E. Harward. 


FEIGNED JOY: Against a background WINNERS: With their leader, Boy Scouts in the San Marino (Calif.) WITH U.S. FORCES IN HAWAII: Pfc. 


Community Church study their Bibles. They have just received the God = John Philippedes asked for Bible in 
and Country Award, given to Protestant boys for interest in religion. his native Greek. A.B.S. supplied it. 


p, showing all the evangelical churches 
Belgium, a lad is given a Gospel. 


po es 


THEY BRING THEIR BIBLES TO CHURCH: The pastor, right, asks his congregation in San 
Carlos, Nicaragua to display their New Testaments in the Miskito language provided ina 
translation revised for them under the Society's direction. 


FARTING EARLY WITH THE SCRIPTURES. A Shilluk mother 
the Sudan reads the stories about Jesus from the recently 
snslated Gospel of Mark to her children in their own language. 
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So that these people might read the Bible for 
themselves, the first task Dr. Bingham started was 
to translate the Gospel of Matthew into their 
language, Gilbertese. When the Gospel was fin- 
ished, he wanted to have copies for everyone, so 
he sent the manuscript to Hawaii to be printed. 


Instead of the printed copies he expected, the - © 
“Morning Star’ brought back a printing press, 


paper and ink. This caused Dr. and Mrs. Bingham 
a great deal of disappointment, because neither of 
them knew how to print. 

Then a surprising thing happened. A few days 
later some shipwrecked sailors were washed 
ashore. To the joy of the Binghams, one of them 
had been a printer. He quickly got the press work- 
ing and gladly stayed in the Gilbert Islands to 
help the Binghams print the Gospels. 
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One hundred years ago a schooner called th 
“Morning Star” took a missionary named Hira 
Bingham and his wife to the Gilbert Islands, ¢ 
group of tiny islands in the Pacific Ocean. The 
went to teach the people who lived there abou 
God and the Bible. 


pr ee 
SCS Ca ore a 


| 


This year another “Morning Star,” the seventh 
since Hiram Bingham’s time, will visit the Gilbert 
Islands. Its cargo will include mail, medicinesi 
and boxes and boxes of Bibles, newly revised ana 
printed for the Gilbertese by the American Bible 
Society. 


SEPTEMBER 19 


R. Taxuo Matsumoto, professor at Aoyama Gakuin 
in Tokyo and a former member of the translation 
Hmmittee for the new Japanese colloquial Bible, recently 
Wurned to Japan after a year of teaching in England. 
While in London he met an Englishman who had been 
¥ptured by the Japanese during the war and sent to the 


m returned to England after the war, his health was 
mecked. Twelve years later he heard Dr. Matsumoto 
each in a suburb of London and was moved to give up 
s hatred of the Japanese. He then gave Dr. Matsumoto 
ge twenty pounds he had with him, requesting him to 
urchase Bibles with it and present them to the people of 
shu who had mistreated him as a prisoner of war. 
ne Japan Bible Society is assisting in locating the village 
id distributing these Bibles for the former prisoner who 
ms learned to forgive. 


7 


Ihe American Bible Society 

Agency in Haiti is cooperat- 
g with one of the missions to 
ace family Bibles in French 
each of the police stations 
roughout that country. A spe- 
al shipment of 200 Bibles has 
ten forwarded to Haiti to help 
eet the needs for this special 
oject. 


SpENO, NeEvapa is not particularly noted for its religious 
\. interests, but it made the headlines last fall under 
e impetus-of the Bible Society’s program ‘‘Worldwide 
ble Reading— Thanksgiving to Christmas.”’ Fifteen lead- 
g Protestant churches of the city combined to interest 
e whole community in Bible reading. With the enthu- 
Astic cooperation of the newspapers, the libraries and 
levision programs, the interest spread far beyond the 
nurch membership of the community. Over 40,000 of the 
ciety’s bookmarks were distributed, not only through 
e churches but by the library, the hospitals, the hotels 
d motels, and business concerns. Three large stores ran 
splays in their windows, tracing the history of the Eng- 
h Bible, exhibiting rare old Bibles and archaeological 
tifacts. 

To make sure of more permanent results Reno’s pastors 
essed the importance of family devotions during the 
eek following New Year’s, distributing over 1,400 copies 
“The Family Bible Lives Anew,” a booklet designed to 
I the reader how to conduct family worship. This whole- 
me and rewarding work with God’s Word was done in 
eno, Nevada with enthusiastic community cooperation. 


hy not lay plans now to make yours a Bible-reading 
ty thisfall? 
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n the “four corners” area 

where Arizona, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Utah meet, there has 
been a great influx of people 
lured by the discovery of urani- 
um. Most of these people live in 
trailers near the established cities 
of the region. During the sum- 
mer Mr. and Mrs. George D. Palm, honored and 
courageous distributors for the Society's Rocky Moun- 
tain District, have again performed their meticulous task 
of calling on every family they could reach. With the 
cooperation of local ministerial groups they sold or, 
where needed, gave Bibles and encouraged people to 
read them and ‘go to the church of their choice. Because 
of the constant shifting of population it is almost a new 
group that must be visited each year. Because of the 
fickleness of mining and the elusiveness of the wealth 
they seek, these people are often found disappointed 
and disheartened souls who more than ever need the 
changeless Word. Last year a photographer of a 
national magazine accompanied Mr. Palm through a 
day’s work. The kindly and patient distributor and 
evangelist, for so he is, made a deep impression on the 
photographer, who at the end of the day asked Mr. Palm 
for a Bible for his little daughter. 


SUM OF MONEY came to Secretary John W. Osberg at 
DN the Chicago Bible Society recently, with a list of 
thirty-one doctors and the request that a copy of the New 
Testament with Psalms be sent to each address, with an 
inscription embossed in gold on the cover, “Waiting- 
Room Copy.” The person who 
wrote the letter said: “‘I have no 
way of knowing how the Testa- 
ments will be received, but the 
project was born through much 
prayer after possibilities of such a 
venture were impressed upon me 
by Him who knows the end from 
the beginning.” 

After the project had been com- 
pleted, Secretary Osberg received 
several letters from doctors, one of which we quote: 


Kansas City, Mo., June 4, 1957 


“We want to thank the anonymous friend who so 
thoughtfully and generously supplied a New Testament 
with Psalms for our waiting room. We have had many 
favorable comments from our patients; we doctors think 
it is an added asset to our waiting room. Please thank the 
anonymous friend for us.” 
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July Meeting of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at 
the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, on Thursday, July 11, 1957, at 
3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, LL.D., 
in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Rev. Dr. Alvin A. Ahern. 

Rey. Dr. Barclay Acheson, being present 
for the first time, was introduced to the 
Board. 

The Board learned with deep regret of 
the death of Rev. Dr. Daniel H. Stanton, 
who for twenty-five years had served as 
the Society’s Secretary of the Atlanta Divi- 
sion of the Haven Memorial Agency, in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

The following texts were approved for 
publication: revised edition of ‘The Acts in 
Samarenio, revised edition of the Gospel of 
John and The Acts in Bicol, the Gospel of 
Mark in Otomi of San Felipe y Santiago, 
the New Testament in Mazateco, and 
The Acts in Mano. 


2) a Va 
Migrant Workers Receive Bibles 


Mrs. Milton Faupel of Arizona writes: 

“During the last year a group from our 
church has been holding services in the 
camps for migrant workers, and we have 
purchased from the American Bible 
Society a number of Gospels, New Testa- 
ments and Bibles, and given them to these 
people. We appreciate very much the cost 
at which the American Bible Society is able 
to sell these Gospels and Bibles. It is won- 
derful to be able to give God’s Word to 
these people. We have given out more than 
2,000 Gospels of John, 300 New Testaments 
and around 25 Bibles. 

“May the Lord bless your work for Him.” 


* * * 
Send Bibles with Tithe Money 


Mrs. Loren Andersen a missionary from 
Central America recently wrote: “In ap- 
preciation for the tremendous work of the 
American Bible Society in providing both 
Spanish and Quiché dialect Scriptures we 
are sending this small check of $10.00. 
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We have seen the power of the Scriptures 
here in the lives of the Indians of Western 
Guatemala and want to have a small 
part in helping others in another part of 
the world. Here at the Quiché Bible Insti- 
tute the boys and girls work half a day to 
earn their board. Of this work on the 30 
acres of farm land we are beginning to tithe 
the crops. So this represents our first year’s 
tithe. 

“Thank you for your help in so many 
ways. We shall appreciate a simple letter 
that we can read to them and let them 
know that their money can help a little.” 


* x x 


Epistles of John chosen for 
Bible Mastery Campaign 
_ The twenty-eighth Annual Bible Mastery 
Campaign will again be held during the 
month of October. Each year a portion of 
Scripture is chosen and people throughout 
the world are urged to read that portion 
daily during the month. Those who spon- 
sor the program believe that by the daily 
reading of the same Scripture, its truths 
grip the heart and affect the life. 
‘ If you are interested in joining the 
thousands of others this October who are 
committed to reading the Epistles of John 
every day, you may receive a descriptive 
leaflet, a committal card and a Bible Book- 


DANIEL H. STANTON, D.D. 


T Is with profound regret 
I that the Society announces 
the death in Atlanta, Georgia 
on June 17 of Daniel H. Stan- 
ton after an illness of more than 
six months. Following his re- 
tirement in 1956 after twenty- 
five years as Secretary of the 
Society’s Atlanta Division of 
the Haven Memorial Agency 


he served as consultant to the four Divisions of the Agency. 


Dr. Stanton was responsible during his long service for bring- 
ing the Scriptures—over four million of them—to more Negro 
people than any other living man, each volume going out with | 
encouragement and guidance to read it. His basic strategy was to 
emphasize work with high-school and college young people, | 
among whom, as with many others, he was in great demand as a _ 


speaker. 


Dr. Stanton was a member of the Georgia Conference of the 
Methodist Church, having served earlier as a pastor, a district — 
superintendent and a youth leader. He was a graduate of Gam-_ 
mon ‘Theological Seminary, Atlanta, which later honored him _ 
with the degree of Doctor of Dian. His wife, Mrs. Emma’ : 


Stanton, survives him. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


1957 SEPTEMBER 195) 
Day Book Chapter [| Day Book Chapte 


1 Isaiah 12:1-6 16 Philemon 

2 Deuteronomy verses 1-2 
8:1-20 17 

3 Ecclesiastes 5:9-20 18 

4 1 Kings 3:1-28 19 

5 Jeremiah 2:1-13 20 

6 Jeremiah 7:1-28 21 

7 Jeremiah 18:1-10 22 

8 Jeremiah 23:16-32 23 

9 Daniel 1:1-21 24 

10 Daniel 2:1-30 25 

11 Daniel 3:1-18 26 

12 . Daniel 3:19-30 28 

13. Daniel 5:1-31 28 

14 Daniel 6:1-28 

15 1 Corinthians 29 Joshua zs 
4:1-21 30 1 Samuel 1:1-28 

1957 OCTOBER ; 1955 


Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapte! 


1 1 Samuel 3:1-21 | 8 1 Thessalonians 
2 1 Samuel 1-18 
15:12-31 Onell Thessaloniaal 
3. 1 Samuel 16:1-13 5:1-28 
4 2 Samuel jit Qk d Thesalony 
12:15-23 21-1 


5 Matthew 26:1-25 11 2 Titisalonsaal 
6 Matthew 26:26-46 3:1-18 
7 Matthew 26:47-75 | 12 Hebrews 11: 14g 

13. Proverbs 11-2 
14. Proverbs 
Proverbs 


: 


A list of Daily Readings for the | 
year may be obtained by writing to thes 
Publicity Department, 450 Park Aves 


New York 22. 


mark by sending a stamped self-address 
envelope to the Rev. Lloyd Roti, 11 
Seventeenth Avenue N, Seattle 2, Washi 


s 
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Paul Eklof. 


N April 28, 1957 the American Bible Society spon- 
sored a “‘Super-Winners’”’ program, the second to 
featured “in the history of “The Living Bible” quiz, 
ich is heard every Sunday morning over radio station 
NEW (New York). That morning each of the three 
ung people who were taking part achieved for the 
rd time a score of a hundred percent. On a previous 
ular program each had answered perfectly the questions 
ed, and at a later date returned to the radio for partici- 
tion in a ‘“‘Winners’ Program” when for the second 
e each had a perfect score. Thus they became eligible 
a “‘Super-Winners’” program, and again all three 
testants came through for the third time with a hundred 
rcent! 

even questions were used to break the tie; the first 
extra questions had been answered correctly by all 
ee. On the seventh question Miss Ann Wilson broke 
tie. 

Miss Virginia Ann Wilson was born in Nebraska but 
Ww lives in Pelham, New York. Her entire family are 
mbers of the Huguenot Memorial (Presbyterian) 
urch there. Ann likes all her school subjects, and 
sic is her hobby. 

er real interest in the Bible was stimulated by the wife of 
- minister in her churchin Lincoln, Nebraska, and amore 
ensive study has come as a result of ‘“‘my wonderful 


‘ ARLY in the year the American Bible Society supplied 
funds for the publishing in Denmark by the Danish 
dle Society of 20,000 copies of the 
spel of John and $500 additional 
ard an even larger number of the 
spel of Luke. Both Gospels are in 
illustrated form. 

he Gospels of John were dis- 
suted through the Danish Baptist 
blication Society, not only for the 
Idren in their own schools but for 
se in the Methodist, Covenant, Sal- 
ion Army and other Free Churches. 
number were also supplied to the 
theran State Church schools. 
naddition to the school distribution, 
college students were appointed 


mE SOCIETY RECORD 


Ann Wialson 


“Super-Winners” Bible Quiz Program 


Anne Gift 


church-school teachers.” 

Miss Anne Gift lives in River Edge, New Jersey and 
with her family belongs to the Grace Lutheran Church 
there. Anne is in the eighth grade at River Dell Junior 
High School, where she has been on the honor roll. She 
is a member of the student council, the Tri-Hi-Y Club 
and the glee club. She feels that her Bible knowledge has 
been acquired through her Sunday-school classes, and more 
recently from her confirmation class, with the help of her 
Sunday-school superintendent. 

Paul Eklof lives with his family in Brooklyn, New York. 
Until the fall of 1956 Paul’s family were members of 
Bethany Methodist Church in Brooklyn. For ten years 
Paul attended that Sunday school and in 1955 was taken 
into the church. Last November the family moved and 
are now members of the Kings Highway Methodist 
Church in Brooklyn. 

Paul belongs to the Methodist Youth Fellowship and 
is a first-class Boy Scout in Kings Highway Troop 87. 
He graduated last June from P.S. 222 as valedictorian. 
He is now a freshman at James Madison H. S. in Brooklyn. 

Paul feels that much of his Bible knowledge has come 
from his Sunday school, and from his own studying. 

Residents in the New York area can hear ‘‘The Living 
Bible” quiz program on WNEW at 7:35 every Sunday 


morning. 


Illustrated Gospels for Denmark 


for colportage work, using the Gospel of Luke to visit this 
this summer the 3,000 homes in the city of Rinsted, Mr. 
Svend Borregaard, president of the 
Copenhagen Sunday schools, wrote 
to the Danish Bible Society in part as 
follows: ‘‘On behalf of the Copenhagen 
Sunday schools I shall ask the Danish 
Bible Society to express our most 
hearty thanks to the American Bible 
Society for the grand gift of the Gospel 
of St. John which has been distributed 
among ourchildren. The beautiful books 
have created joy everywhere.” Mr. 
Borregaard enclosed the accompanying * 
picture of some of the children of his 
own school examining for the first 
time an illustrated Gospel. 
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Learn how you can share 
in the Master’s work while 
you enjoy a generous 
guaranteed lifetime income 


A SECRET 


of Happy 
Living 

is in this 
Little Book 


It describes the “‘annuity with a heart” 
—which you may obtain in amounts as 
little as $100—and which pays you a safe, 
largely tax-exempt, worry-free income 
right from the start—an income that never 
varies in good times and bad. At the 
same time this plan enables the American 
Bible Society to spread the Gospel to all 


comment” wherever a human need exists. 


Enjoy the priceless happiness of knowing 
that your money works for God while 
it works for you. 


the world—translating the Scriptures into Send 
more and more languages and dialects coupon 
and distributing them “without note or today 
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